
;-)) 

 

 

EXPORT HELPDESK FOR DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES 

http://exporthelp.europa.eu/

 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS AND TAXES' 
SECTION 

USER GUIDE 

 

 

 

October 2009 

http://exporthelp.europa.eu/


 

REQUIREMENTS AND TAXES 
This section explains which product requirements must be met to import goods into 

the EU and market them. It also gives you the internal taxes that you will have to 

pay for your product in the destination country. You will find information on general 

requirements applicable to all products as well as on product-specific requirements.  

 

To use the Requirements and Taxes section, please follow the steps below: 

 

Step 1 – Go to the Specific Requirements Input Form 

http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/taxes/MSServlet?languageId=EN

 

 

 

Step 2 – Enter a product code  

IF YOU KNOW THE PRODUCT CODE:  

• Enter the product code in the product code box (note that you can choose 

to enter the relevant code in 2, 4, 6 or 8 digits). 

• Proceed to Step 3. 
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IF YOU DO NOT KNOW THE PRODUCT CODE: 

http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/taxes/MSServlet?languageId=EN


OPTION A    

• Click on the ‘Search’ link (on the right side of the product code box). Enter 

your product description and click the Search button. 

•  If the product description is in the catalogue, a Search Results page will 

open with a list of products and their respective codes.  

• On the Search Results page click on the code in the first column on the left 

for the appropriate product. A Product List page will open with more 

detailed product descriptions and their respective codes.  

• Click on the code in the first column on the left for the appropriate product. 

• Proceed to Step 3.  

OPTION B 

If you could not find the product code using OPTION A, you may try this OPTION B:  

• Click on the Browse link on the Requirements and Taxes Input Form 

and the Chapter List page will open.  
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• If you find the description for your product listed in one of the 21 sections, 

click on the appropriate chapter heading in the Section column on the left.  

• A Product List page will open with more detailed product descriptions and 

their respective codes.  

• Click on the code in the first column on the left for the appropriate product. 

• Proceed to Step 3.  

OPTION C  

If you could not find the product code using either OPTION A or OPTION B, you may 

try this OPTION C: 

• Request the code for your product via the “Binding Tariff Information” (BTI) 

service by following the instructions given in the web page: 

http://ec.europa.eu/comm/taxation_customs/common/databases/

ebti/index_en.htm 

 

Step 3 – Select a country of origin  

You need to select a country of origin to use the Requirements and Taxes section 

of the website by choosing from the options available in the drop-down menu. 

Please note that this section only applies to :  

• beneficiary countries of the EU Generalised System of Preferences (GSP),  

• other developing countries or territories that have autonomous or bilateral 

trade preferences with the EU  

 

Step 4 – Select a destination country  
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You also need to select a destination country (the Member State in the European 

Union to which the product will be exported) from the second drop-down menu box 

available.  Click the View button to obtain the relevant Requirement List. 

http://ec.europa.eu/comm/taxation_customs/common/databases/ebti/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/comm/taxation_customs/common/databases/ebti/index_en.htm


Step 5 - Read the Requirement List page 

The information in the Requirement List page is divided into different categories 

with further divisions therein. 
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Note: At the bottom of the Requirement List page you will find a simplified 

version of the Requirements & Taxes Input Form which enables you to change 

the product, the country of origin, or the destination country without having to go 

back to the original input form page.  



 

• Specific Requirements  

 

Clicking on one of the specific requirements will open a new window providing 

detailed information as to the specific requirements for that particular product to 

enter the EU and the specific EU Member State selected in the destination country 

box.  

 

Example:  If the product to be exported to an EU Member State is a foodstuff, 

then Labelling for foodstuffs will appear within the category of Specific 

requirements for that product. Clicking on this requirement will open a new 

window providing the relevant labelling requirements for that particular product to 

enter the EU and any additional information for the particular EU Member State 

which has been selected as the destination country.  
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• Internal Taxes  

 
The Internal Taxes category provides information as to the internal taxes (Value 

Added Tax and any other duties) applicable in the EU Member State selected for the 

particular product.  Excise values will generally be calculated using the following 

formula:  [monetary unit] unitary amount / [taxable unit] (where the symbol 

"/" should be read as "per each"). 

 

Example:  How to calculate the excise (i.e. 754.77 Eur/h of pure alcohol)?  The 

monetary unit is "Euro", the unitary amount is "754.77" and the taxable unit is 

"hectolitres of pure alcohol".  Therefore, it should be interpreted as "754.77 Euro 

per each hectolitre of pure alcohol". Thus, 4 hectolitres of a liquor with a 50% 

alcohol content are equivalent to 2 hectolitres (= 4 x 50%) of pure alcohol, and 

would pay a tax of EUR 754.77 x 2 = EUR 1509.54. 

 

 

 

FREQUENTED ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) 
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Please also consult the FAQ of this section, which may provide you with useful 

information. 



 

CONTACT MAILBOX  
 

Should you have further query about the use of the Requirements and Taxes 

section, please send your question through the Contact mailbox. 

  
The Contact mailbox (http://exporthelp.europa.eu/hdinforequest) enables 

developing country exporters to lodge detailed questions concerning real life 

situations. Questions can be sent in any of the four languages of the Export 

Helpdesk (English, French, Portuguese or Spanish).  

 

The Export Helpdesk team has outsourced the Contact section to the Europe Direct 

Contact Centre, which is a specialised service of the European Commission 

dedicated to responding to questions by the citizens about all matters relating to 

the European Union. The EH Team and Europe Direct work closely together. About 

2/3 of questions are responded within 5 days.  
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http://exporthelp.europa.eu/hdinforequest/index.cfm?languageId=EN


 

DISCLAIMER 
 
The Commission accepts no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to the 

material in this document. 

 

This material is:  

 

 information of a general nature only which is not intended to address the 

specific circumstances of any particular individual or entity;  

 not necessarily comprehensive, complete, accurate or up to date;  

 non-professional or legal advice (if you need specific advice, you should 

always consult a suitably qualified professional).  

 

Please note that it cannot be guaranteed that a document available on line exactly 

reproduces an officially adopted text. Only European Union legislation published in 

the paper editions of the Official Journal of the European Union is deemed authentic. 

 

This disclaimer is not intended to limit the liability of the Commission in 

contravention of any requirements laid down in applicable national law nor to 

exclude its liability for matters which may not be excluded under that law. 
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