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ADP Launches its Wehsite

The ADP launched its website during may to 2008. For
the first time in Lebanon, the ADP website provides farmers
and other stakeholders with central and comprehensive
references and databases on local and export prices
of fruits and vegetables, standards and norms, post
harvest techniques, and pests and diseases forecast.
This information, which shall be updated regularly in direct
relation to ADP services, represents a central component
required by farming organizations and groups to formulate
strategic decisions all along the supply chain, that is, farm
the farm to the fork!
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Technical Information

Strawberry Production
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Technical Information

Main Strawberry Pests & Diseases

Aphids (Myzus persicae, Chaetosiphon fragaefolii, Aphis gossypi) :f,a.ll
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Technical Information

Post Harvest Techniques for Strawberry

Efficient post harvest management is an important prerequisite, especially
when undertaken by specialized entrepreneurs as a market-oriented and profit-making
business, for enhanced income from agricultural production, as well as for increased
household and national food security. Indeed, the implementation of proficient post
harvest handling systems preserves the quality of the produce, and thus, improves
its commercial value, whether used to satisfy agro-industrial or direct consumption
demands.
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Source: UC Davis University, California, USA.
Post harvest techniques for all fruits and vegetables are available upon request
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Marketing Standards for Strawberry
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Local Markets
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Prices of local tomatoes sustained an increasing trend during the month of April
2008, surging thus by 45% to reach the level of 1,665 LBP/Kg, up from its March 2008
level of 909 LBP/KG.

In parallel, prices of tomatoes imported from Jordan and Syria also increased, due to
the insufficient supply during this beginning of production period.

On the other hand, prices of local cucumbers dropped by around 50%, from 1,883
LBP/Kg to 939 LBP/Kg., mainly due the witnessed increase in supply.

On the fruits front, prices of citrus fruits registered a general surge resulting from a
reduction in supply during this off-season period also from the increase of exports of
this type of fruits. On a particular note, price of Clementine grew by some 30%, or by
3,000 LBP/Kg.

Trade Statistics

During 2007, namely during the strawberry import period extending between
November and March, Lebanon’s imports of strawberries amounted to around 385
tons, mainly from Syria and Egypt. On the other hand, its exports of strawberries during
the months of April and May 2007 amounted to 25 tons, and were essentially destined
to Kuwait (13 tons), Qatar (7 tons), UAE (2 tons) and Saudi Arabia (1 tons).

During the first quarter of 2008, and in comparison to the same period last year,
Lebanon’s exports of fruits like citrus varieties, mangoes and pears surged by more
than 50% (citrus exports grew by 175%), while its exports of vegetables, in general,
grew significantly (138% for onions). During that same period, its imports of vegetables
and fruits dropped accordingly: potatoes (by 20%), strawberries and oranges and
apples and grapes (by 60%).
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Export Markets

France

The production season of strawberries within greenhouses started in April 2008, with a
delay of one month in comparison to last season (2007) due to bad weather conditions.
During that month, price of the 250gr pack averaged between €4.5 and €8 at farm gate
level.

In the wholesale market of Rungis-Paris, prices of imported strawberries dropped as
such (between the beginning-of-year and mid-of-year): Spanish strawberries (from 7.33
to 3 $/kg) and Moroccan strawberries (from 6.45 to 4 $/kg).

Prices of local, French, strawberries, stood at $8.63/kg for the 500gr packs, and at
$11.10/kg for the 250gr packs.

New Convent Garden

Prices of strawberries in 250gr packs imported from Egypt varied between $1.97
(January) and $1.27 (February). Prices of other imported strawberries, also in 250gr
packs, altered accordingly: Moroccan (between $0.59 and $0.89) and Spanish (between
$1.18 and $2.35). Prices of strawberries from Belgium and Holland in 500gr packs
averaged at $4.43.
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Sofia - Bulgaria

Prices of Turkish strawberries
altered between $3.89/kg and
$4.28/kg, while average price of,
large size, Greek strawberries
stood at $4.55/kg.

1118 Locall

B6T | B3|

United Kingdom ;b io.9

Warsaw - Poland

Prices of imported
strawberries dropped between
January and April 2008, from
the level of $12/kg to $3.4/kg.
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Main Agricultural Exhibitions

This section presents the main international agricultural exhibitions scheduled for the
period between September and November 2008. Indeed, these exhibitions represent
important business opportunities for farmers, and for other stakeholders in agriculture as
well, in terms of, not only identifying marketing channels, but also uncovering the latest
developments and technologies related to the agri and agro sectors. Since this list is not
exhaustive, additional information in this regard could be provided upon request.
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Exhibition Address Date & Place Domain
AGRIMAROC Fax: +212-22-274973 . Yool fj""““ S 5,,.,.,.11 4..\.:.1”.11 olaaally _nm
http://www.ofec.co.ma el slanll sl 3aaw¥l g, il sty olaass
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Agro Show Fax: +48-56-6233124 http:// Yooh dolsl YY-V4 S &gl ¢ dayUall dgSLadlg LAl
www.agroshow.pl Luigdgs (Liyss Buaw¥lg ol &aelyyll ladtl

International Forest Machinery, Products | Fax: +421-37-7335859 Ayiad Yoo A Nl ¥ — Jolol Yo ) : v .

and Equipment Exposition http://www.agrokomplex.sk I_,\ses ik Lagal) Jlasdd cluasy o aliayall dusia
China Agriculture Trade Fair Fax: +86-10-64412631 Yooh “-"’J“""’ W-A AL AR clelial ““‘*"33'" alaiial
http://www.regalland.com adl iaay dsl )yl elaylivwalldasl il

Fax: +420-2-22891199

PRAGAAGRO
http://www.pragaagro.cz
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Fax: +31-297-326850

International Horti Fair e
! 1 http://www.hortifair.nl
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SAUDI AGRICULTURE - International
Agriculture, Water & Agri-Industry Show

Fax: +966-1-454-4846
http://www.recexpo.com
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INDAGRA Fax: + 40-21-2077070 http://

www.indagra.ro
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Source: ADP Market Information Service, MOA-FCCIAL
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ADP Activities

Conferences and Workshops

Training workshops on Rural Organization

The ADP organized a series of workshops on Good Management Practices
targeting farmer groups benefiting from

the project. Workshops took place in
the Lebanese Chambers and also in the
National Center for Marine Sciences in
Batroun between the months of March -
April 2008.

Main issues tackled by Dr. Raji
Darwich, lecturing professor at the
American University of Beirut (AUB),
included:
¢ Definition of the ‘Cooperative’ concept,
¢ Organizational structure, and related
goals and costs of a Cooperative,

* How to establish a Cooperative,

¢ Reasons why farmers group in the form
of Cooperatives,

¢ Types of Cooperatives (marketing, raw
material, production-based),

* The competitive advantage of
organizing through Cooperatives and
related strengths and weaknesses,

e Challenges facing Cooperatives.

Farmers’ Groups: ID
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