Sustainable Agriculture Initiative:
Platform and sustainable agricultural practices

Introduction

SAI, Sustainable Agriculture Initiative, is a platform that was originally
created by the three large food companies Danone, Nestlé and Unilever.
The platform is thus an initiative from the industry, which felt the need to
create the SAI platform to enhance sustainable agriculture. The underlying !
reason for this was to better cope with quality and safety problems, as W/ /PLATFORM
well as adverse effects and pressure of agriculture on natural resources in

order to ensure future availability of raw material.

Aim and scope

The SAI Platform aims to develop harmonised sustainable agricultural practices. The platform
is open to all food industry companies.

Outline of the SAI platform themes and activities

The ultimate goal of SAI Platform is the development of harmonised sustainable agricultural
practices. Sustainable agriculture is defined as:

“a productive, competitive and efficient way to produce agricultural raw materials, while at the
same time protecting and improving the natural environment as well as the socio-economic
conditions of local communities”

In order to achieve this, SAI Platform has created four main themes, around which all activities
are carried out. These main themes are:

1. Knowledge building and management

There is a database of programmes run worldwide on sustainable agriculture, including
research programmes, case studies, guidelines and standards for agriculture. Introductions to
these programmes are available on the website, but in order to download specific information
one needs to be a member. Please see the section on SAI Platform in practice further down in
this document.

2. Support to the Implementation of sustainable agricultural practices

This is the main work of the Platform. A number of activities are developed, including case
studies, general and crop-specific frames to assess agricultural practices and guidelines for
sustainable agricultural practices. SAI platform is currently focusing on these products/product
groups: dairy, cereals, coffee, fruit, palm oil and potatoes & vegetables.

3. Awareness raising

SAI platform communicates information both to its members and to the general public. This is
done by means of information published on the website, a quarterly newsletter, as well as
articles published in specific newspapers. The newsletters can be downloaded on the website,
also for non-members.

4. Stakeholder involvement
SAI platform communicates and exchanges knowledge with different stakeholders in the food
chain. All stakeholders are welcome to participate in the discussions.

SAI Platform in practice

All food industry companies which agree with the SAI Platform’s principles and are committed
to support sustainable agricultural practices can join the Platform. The initiative counts many
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large companies among its members, in addition to the founding companies these include
Campina, Findus, Kraft, McDonald’s, McCain Europe and Neumann Kaffee Gruppe.

As mentioned above, the main part of the work of SAI Platform is supporting the
implementation of sustainable agriculture. In practice the work is carried in working groups.
Each member company interested in a specific commodity or horizontal issue can propose the
launch of a new working group to work on that particular issue. SAI Platform staff can help in
technical and administrative work, but the member companies are the ones taking the lead in
a working group. Examples of existing projects are:

e Fruit, where Dole, Friesland Coberco, Groupe Danone, McDonald’s and Nestlé make up
the working group. The working group was created on September 15, 2004. It aims at
promoting the sustainable production of fruits worldwide, in temperate and in tropical
zones as well as from fruit plants and trees.

o Green coffee, where Ecom, Efico, Kraft, Nestlé, Neumann Kaffee Gruppe, Sara Lee DE,
Tchibo and VOLCAFE are members of the working group. The group was founded in
2003, and has since released a mission statement on sustainable green coffee, as well
as principles and practices for sustainable green coffee production. At present there are
fifteen pilot projects in Africa, Asia and Latin America. These aim at testing SAI Platform
sustainable principles and practices for green coffee production, as well as at identifying
key indicators of progress towards sustainability.

Certification scheme & promotion of sustainable green coffee in Latin America
This long-term and supply chain-based SAI Platform programme focuses on Latin American
countries. The overall aim is to certify cooperatives and farms under Rainforest Alliance’s
(RA) “sustainable agriculture” scheme and promote sustainable coffee for the mainstream.
The program started in 2003 and will end in 2006. About 100 farming organisations are
involved, including large and small farms and cooperatives.

Main activities of the programme include the development of a guide for farm improvement,
creation of an incentive for change as well as monitoring and verification of progress towards
the sustainable production and post-harvesting of green coffee.

Key stakeholders are farmers, who are committed to implement best management practices
and thus reduce environmental impacts, increase social benefits and improvement their
incomes and overall living conditions. Rainforest Alliance is responsible for certification,
auditing and promotion of sustainable mainstream coffee. Kraft Foods Inc. is committed to
purchase RA certified coffees and promote sustainable mainstream coffee. Local NGOs in
each country support activities of certification, auditing and technical assistance. Finally,
trading houses are also involved (ECOM, Neumann Kaffee Gruppe, Taloca and VOLCAFE).

2 For more information on the activities of the working groups, please see the external link.

The role of farmers

As described above, the activities carried out in the working groups are initiated by member
companies, which are in general major food companies. The role of farmers is thus that of
exchanging views and knowledge, as well as potentially being involved in a project carried out
by a SAI Platform member company.

Source: CBI Market Information Database « URL: www.cbi.nl « Contact: marketaccess@cbi.nl « www.cbi.nl/disclaimer

Page 2 of 2



	Sustainable Agriculture Initiative:  Platform and sustainable agricultural practices 
	Introduction 
	Aim and scope 
	Outline of the SAI platform themes and activities 
	This is the main work of the Platform. A number of activities are developed, including case studies, general and crop-specific frames to assess agricultural practices and guidelines for sustainable agricultural practices. SAI platform is currently focusing on these products/product groups: dairy, cereals, coffee, fruit, palm oil and potatoes & vegetables. 
	 
	3. Awareness raising 
	SAI platform communicates information both to its members and to the general public. This is done by means of information published on the website, a quarterly newsletter, as well as articles published in specific newspapers. The newsletters can be downloaded on the website, also for non-members. 
	SAI platform communicates and exchanges knowledge with different stakeholders in the food chain. All stakeholders are welcome to participate in the discussions. 
	SAI Platform in practice 
	All food industry companies which agree with the SAI Platform’s principles and are committed to support sustainable agricultural practices can join the Platform. The initiative counts many large companies among its members, in addition to the founding companies these include Campina, Findus, Kraft, McDonald’s, McCain Europe and Neumann Kaffee Gruppe. 
	 
	As mentioned above, the main part of the work of SAI Platform is supporting the implementation of sustainable agriculture. In practice the work is carried in working groups. Each member company interested in a specific commodity or horizontal issue can propose the launch of a new working group to work on that particular issue. SAI Platform staff can help in technical and administrative work, but the member companies are the ones taking the lead in a working group. Examples of existing projects are:   
	 
	 Fruit, where Dole, Friesland Coberco, Groupe Danone, McDonald’s and Nestlé make up the working group. The working group was created on September 15, 2004. It aims at promoting the sustainable production of fruits worldwide, in temperate and in tropical zones as well as from fruit plants and trees.  
	 
	 Green coffee, where Ecom, Efico, Kraft, Nestlé, Neumann Kaffee Gruppe, Sara Lee DE, Tchibo and VOLCAFE are members of the working group. The group was founded in 2003, and has since released a mission statement on sustainable green coffee, as well as principles and practices for sustainable green coffee production. At present there are fifteen pilot projects in Africa, Asia and Latin America. These aim at testing SAI Platform sustainable principles and practices for green coffee production, as well as at identifying key indicators of progress towards sustainability. 
	Certification scheme & promotion of sustainable green coffee in Latin America 
	This long-term and supply chain-based SAI Platform programme focuses on Latin American countries. The overall aim is to certify cooperatives and farms under Rainforest Alliance’s (RA) “sustainable agriculture” scheme and promote sustainable coffee for the mainstream. The program started in 2003 and will end in 2006. About 100 farming organisations are involved, including large and small farms and cooperatives.  
	Main activities of the programme include the development of a guide for farm improvement, creation of an incentive for change as well as monitoring and verification of progress towards the sustainable production and post-harvesting of green coffee.  
	 
	 
	( For more information on the activities of the working groups, please see the external link. 

	The role of farmers 
	As described above, the activities carried out in the working groups are initiated by member companies, which are in general major food companies. The role of farmers is thus that of exchanging views and knowledge, as well as potentially being involved in a project carried out by a SAI Platform member company.  




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


